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To book using your discount code 41club10 call the 41 Club booking  
Hotline on 0800 0355 108 or visit www.fredolsencruises.com/41club

*All bookings are subject to Fred. Olsen’s (FOCL) standard terms & conditions, available on our website & on request. All prices quoted under The 41 Club members discount offer are 
exclusive to qualifying members & their travelling companions only, members must quote their discount code at time of booking. Membership discounts cannot be applied retrospectively. 
Bookings must be made via the booking hotline number 0800 0355 108. Proof of membership will be required at the time of booking. Offers cannot be extended to any unrelated third party, 
are subject to availability & may be withdrawn or amended at any time without prior notice. From time to time FOCL may run special offers which cannot be combined with this discount, 
including selected group travel deals. All guests booked under this scheme are requested to refrain from disclosing the fare paid whilst on board. Offer is for first-time 
cruisers with Fred. Olsen only. Fred. Olsen Oceans members are entitled to a 5% The 41 club discount subject to the same terms & conditions, to be applied after the 
standard Oceans discount, where applicable. In this instance, Oceans Terms & Conditions apply. Flights are excluded from any discounts. Offer ends 31/12/2019. E&OE.

The 41 Club has teamed up with award-winning Fred. Olsen Cruise Lines 
to give you a very tempting discount – up to 10%* - on your first sailing 
with them – and that’s on top of any current offers. Existing Fred. Olsen 

customers can save 5%, in addition to their 5% Loyalty Club discount.

 Bringing the  
world closer
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Welcome to the Summer issue of the 41 Club 
Magazine. You may notice some slight changes from 
previous issues as it is “under new management”. 
Hopefully you’ll like the changes and it will be an 
evolving one until I get it right as I am following in 
the footsteps of giants.

The emphasis of Comms in my era will be to promote and boost Round 
Table as much as possible because, as I said in my Conference address, 
we as a club are dependent first and foremost upon the success and 
well being of Round Table. There is a  new paradigm in which RTBI is 
no longer the largest Round Table organisation in the world – that 
mantle has now passed to Round Table India, with >4,500 members 
and growing; compared to the 3,500 or so RTBI has. (If you divide the 
capitation figure of £314,765 shown in their most recent accounts by 
the then capitation fee of £115 per head the implied number is actually 
as low as 2,737.) I’m not sure which of those figures will surprise you 
the most – the number of Tablers in RTBI, or the amount each was 
paying in capitation last year compared to the £14.50 each we pay. 

The RTBI National Board is doing a great job at trying to turn the 
situation around but its in the interest of 41 Club to do more too.  RTBI 
has lowered capitation this year to £95 per head and report numbers 
are rising. The simple truth is that we need to safeguard RTBI to 
safeguard the future of 41 Club. If you have read this far I’d like to 
think I have your support so let’s make the next few years special and 
to paraphrase a certain well known American “Let’s Make Round Table 
Great Again”. 

Don Mullane, LOTS, National Comms & IT Officer    

08 18 26

EDITION 191

SUMMER 2019

A little boy was sitting on his step  
eating candy as fast as he could unwrap it. 

A man passing by saw what he was doing.  
He said all that candy isn’t good for you and will spoil your 

dinner.The little boy said I don’t know about that  
but my grandpa lived to be a 102.  

The man said wow you mean by eating candy? 

  The little boy said no, by minding his own business!!
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The phone and the internet never stops 
with invitations and queries. I would not 
be able to carry out this role without the 
support of my wife Millie and my PLC.

For the first time in many years Tangent 
and 41 Club are having a joint charity this 
year, this being the RNLI. There are many 
ways to support this wonderful charity 
coin collections at meetings, a fundraising 
event, attending the joint Presidents Ball 
at Crewe Hall on Saturday 29th of February 
2020 also a yearlong raffle with some great 
prizes. Please contact me if you would like 
a collecting box or raffle tickets.

It was a great privilege to be at the 
International AGM in Brussels to see 
GB&I elected to host the International 
Presidency in 2022 / 2023 when our 
candidate Barry Durman will take over.

There has been much good news on the 
Membership front with the Chartering of 
Wolverhampton West, new clubs being 
formed in Crieff, Callander, with an under 
and Edinburgh. These are down to the hard 
work of Nick Morcumb and Glen Lyon. 

There have been many highlights so far 
including Lots 80th Charter, the Round 
Table AGM where Paul Agnew from 
Maryport was elected as President of 
RTBI. I believe that Round Table have now 
turned the corner and with the help of 41 
Club we can expect lots more good news.

The most unusual meeting I have attended 
this year was Larbert and Falkirk’s 41 Club 
AGM which was held on a coach on the 
way to Luss on the banks of Loch Lomond 
where they had hired 5 speedboats to tour 
the Loch with of course 2 stops to taste 
the local beer. Great night, with lots of 
banter and friendship.

I still have dates for club visits during 
the year please contact me on 
president@41club.org and I will do my 
best to attend.

Regards 
Andrew.

By the time this edition of the magazine is published 
I will have been in post for just over 3 months. The 
moment that the Presidential chain is presented to 
you at the AGM by the outgoing President your life 
changes for the next 12 months. 

Andrew Mackereth - National President 

A message from...
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I have been absolutely overwhelmed by 
the hospitality and friendship that has 
been shown to me everywhere I have 
been. I have travelled around the UK 
visiting Tangents, helping them celebrate 
special charter anniversaries or just joining 
them at one of their meetings.

Andrew and I are working together to 
raise funds for RNLI this year. We are 
hoping to be able to buy Rescue Water 
Craft, otherwise known as jet skis, for 
RNLI Beach Lifeguards across the UK. 
Beach lifeguards patrol more than 240 
beaches nationwide, helping to keep us, 
our children and grandchildren safe. Last 
year they saved 118 lives and aided 32,207 
people. They need essential equipment for 
a fast response, and this is the RWC.

The four clubs of the Round Table Family 
have a proud history of supporting RNLI. 
In 1988 41 Club bought three in-shore 
lifeboats and Tangent bought one. In 1977 

Round Table bought a sea going lifeboat, 
The Louis Marchesi of RT, that saved 264 
lives over 20 years and with the money 
left over they bought an in-shore boat 
that saved a further 114 lives. In fact 
over the years the Four Club Family have 
bought 20 boats and saved over 1000 
lives. It is wonderful to be able to add to 
this fantastic history, and with your help 
we can do this. Andrew and I are holding 
a Joint Presidents’ Ball on 29th February 
2020 at Crewe Hall, Crewe. We have an 
exciting evening planned for you including 
a brass band and the Zoots Rock Band, and 
the Raffle will be drawn there.  There are 
several wonderful prizes including a cabin 
for two on the club cruise with Fred. Olsen 
to Bordeaux and Northern Spain in August 
2020 and a Land Rover Mountain Bike. 
Further details of the Ball and the booking 
form are available at www.tangent-clubs.
org/regional-lunches/presidents-charity-
ball. We hope to see many of you there.

“With courage nothing is impossible. “ Sir 
William Hillary - Founder of the RNLI.

Earlier in the year I told you about my trip to 
Llandrindod Wells Tangent and I included a 
photograph taken by Ernie Husson when 
I switched on their Christmas lights. I am 
sorry that I omitted to acknowledge that it 
was Ernie’s photograph at the time.

I know that all Presidents say the same – that the 
year is flying by, by the time you read this, a quarter 
of my time as President of NATC will have passed.

Sue Hill - Tangent President

41 Club Members
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Thank you so much for helping both Andrew (President, 41 Club) and Sue (President, Tangent Club) fundraise 
over the next year in aid of the RNLI!  

I hope we can make the most out of the next year and smash that 
£50,000 target to fund the five Lifeguard Rescue Watercrafts.

I understand that you might be interested in getting RNLI speakers 
along to some events and looking to organize some visits to RNLI 
Lifeboat stations. The below will give you the information you 
need.

•    If you want support with fundraising contact Nikki Fairgrieve via 
fundraising@rnli.org.uk and we’d love to see everything you’ve 
been up to so please share your photos throughout the year 
of all your fundraising activities. Again you can send these to 
fundraising@rnli.org.uk (F.A.O Nikki)

•    If you would like to organise a local RNLI speaker please complete 
the ‘Presentation Request Form’ opposite and email to:

    communitysupportteam@rnli.org.uk.

•    If you want to organise a trip to your local Lifeboat Station, 
you can find the details of the stations via the following link - 
https://rnli.org/find-my-nearest/lifeboat-stations

Thank you, and we are really looking forward to the next year of 
fundraising with Tangent and 41 Club, and we hope that you are 
too!

Kind Regards,

Nikki Fairgrieve 
RNLI, Community Support Coordinator
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Presentation Booking Form 

To book a local RNLI speaker, complete the form below using 
BLOCK CAPITALS - then scan, copy or photograph and return as 
detailed below.

Name of presenter: (Office use only)

Name of organisation:

Contact name:

Venue address:

Postcode:

Email:

Approx no. of attendees:

Date and time for visit:

Email completed form to: communitysupportteam@rnli.org.uk

or post form to:  RNLI Community Support Team,  
Unit 3 Ruthvenfield Grove,  
Inveralmond Industrial Estate,  
Perth PH1 3GL

Contact telephone:
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Ray Hill, Honorary Webmaster

Every year the four incoming Presidents have a choice to make ….  
what should be their charity for the year ahead.   

For some the choice is simple, they select 
their favourite charity or even one they 
already work with.  But for many the choice 
is not that simple!  Choosing a small local 
charity might not have much appeal for the 
other members of the Association.  Some 
charities may have already been selected in 
the last few years.  Health charities are very 
important but to choose one after another 
again might not be the right idea.  One final 
problem is finding a charity that covers the 
whole of the GB&I membership area.  Few 
cover both the UK and Ireland, some only 
England others just Scotland or Wales. For 
the first time in many years our 41 Club and 
Tangent Presidents have opted for a joint 
charity, one which covers all of the UK and 
Ireland, the RNLI.

The RNLI has been a favourite of many 
members of the Round Table Family for 
many years but it is a long time since it 
was last our official charity.  Many of you 
will remember that in 1977 RTBI purchased 
a Waveney class all weather lifeboat 
named ‘Louis Marchesi of Round Table’.   

The Waveney was a revolutionary boat, 
built to an American design it was the first 
all metal boat in the RNLI fleet with covered 
accommodation for those rescued. Given 
the number 44-019 it served in Newhaven 
and later in Alderney, was launched 506 
times and is credited with saving 264 lives.  
It was unique in the fleet in that it was the 
only lifeboat with wallpaper in the survivor’s 
cabin as the original wall coating failed and 
looked a mess.  When it finished with the 
RNLI it was sold to New Zealand where it 
saved many more lives.  It is still in New 
Zealand and now used as a houseboat with 
a very proud owner who maintains it in near 
original condition.

Probably not so well known is that after 
paying around £180,000 for the Louis 
Marchesi RTBI still had £65,000 (equivalent 
to £390,000 today) left over with which 
they purchased a Class B Atlantic boat as 
well.  This was one of the first inshore RIBs 
and served at Helensburgh, saving another 
114 lives.  Even then there was some money 
left over which purchased new radios and 
other vital equipment.

41 Club raised funds in the late-80s and 
purchased not one but three D Class 
inshore lifeboats in 1988 which were rather 
unimaginably named 41 Club I, II and III.  In 
the same year Tangent raised the funds to 
purchase another D Class, not surprisingly 
named Tangent I.  Between them they were 
credited with saving 103 lives (plus 22 sheep 
and two dogs).

But Round Table’s relationship with the 
lifeboats goes back much further.  RNLI 
records show that individual Tables 
purchased a further 15 lifeboats between 
1965 and 1994.  The first were three early D 
Class purchased by funds raised by Barrow, 

RNLI and us
A History of saving lives
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Hemel Hempstead and Norwich Round 
Tables.  The 15 boats were based all over 
the UK and Ireland and served the RNLI well 
for many years.  In total the Round Table 
family has saved over 1,000 lives at sea (not 
to mention sheep and dogs) …. a very proud 
tradition you must agree.  But all of this was 
in the past and none of the boats are now 
in service.  How can we help the RNLI in the 
21st century?

Presidents Andrew and Sue have been 
in contact with the RNLI and asked what 
they want for the future and the reply 
may surprise you.  The RNLI now provide 
lifeguard cover at over 240 beaches during 
the summer.  They supply the lifeguards 
with basic equipment similar to that used in 
the 1980s TV programme Baywatch.  

Who can forget David Hasselhoff and 
Pamela Anderson in rather skimpy costumes 
dashing into the sea with a float attached 
to their backs or with a surfboard?  Today 
they have an alternative to help them but 
they are costly and they need to base them 
all around the coast.  Known as Rescue 
Watercraft (RWC) which, to you and me, is a 
specially adapted jet ski.  With an RWC they 
can reach casualties faster and much further 
out to sea.  They can also bring them back 
to shore much more quickly, with less stress 
on the casualty.  Each RWC costs around 
£10,000.  In comparison an all-weather 
Shannon class boat costs £1.7 million, a B 
Class costs £175,000 and even the humble 
D Class over £50,000.  Therefore, raising 
funds to purchase RWCs is a much more 

realistic target.  For every £10,000 raised 
between 41 Club and Tangent we can base 
another rescue craft around our coastline.

We live on an island completely surrounded 
by water.  Any one of us, our children or our 
grandchildren could one day need the help 
of a lifeguard.  Please help by raising funds 
for our appeal over the next nine months.  
All contributions, no matter how small, will 
be gratefully received.  Why not organise a 
special event, the RNLI is very popular with 
our community, especially after the success 
of the TV series ‘Saving Lives at Sea’. 

Purchased By Type Number Name Year Main Station Lives
saved Launches

RTBI National Waveney 44-019 Louis Marchesi of Round Table 1977 Newhaven / Alderney 264 506

National B B-543 Round Table 1978 Helensburgh 114 390

Barrow RT D D-43 1965 Barrow-in-Furness 17 43

Beaconsfield RT D D-105 1966 Rye Harbour / Relief 48 151

Beaconsfield RT D D-295 1984 Minehead 11 30

Biggleswade RT D D-213 1973 Happisburg 5 42

Cornwall & Isles of Scilly RT D D-257 1976 Port Isaac ? ?

Cromer & Sheringham RT D D-307 Spirit of Round Table 1984 Cromer 30 82

Downland Eastbourne RT D D-266 1978 Eastbourne 80 188

Falmouth RT B B-595 Falmouth Round Table 1994 Falmouth 32 434

Hemel Hempstead RT D D-48 1965 Eastney ? ?

Hemel Hempstead RT D D-238 Hemel Hempstead Round Table 1976 Newquay (Wales) 47 115

Hucknall Round Table D D-188 The Lord Feoffes 1971 Bridlington 87 237

Norwich Round Table D D-72 1965 Happisburg 8 52

Poole Round Table A A-513 1985 Poole 102 347

Port Talbot RT D D-297 1984 Port Talbot 2 26

? D D-302 1984 Clacton-on-Sea 30 67

877 2710

41 Club National D D-359 41 Club I 1988 Llandudno 40 136

National D D-370 41 Club II 1988 Kippford 21 46

National D D-371 41 Club III 1988 Relief fleet 13 38

74 220

Tangent National D D-361 Tangent I 1988 Flint 29 104

29 104

Grand Total 980 3034

Let us see how we can have a positive effect on saving lives.
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Ian Silver - Ashby 41 Club 

Community Education and Enterprise Project (CEEP) is a Leicestershire not-for-profit organisation which engages 
with members of the local community, many of whom have mental health issues, special needs or learning 
disabilities, in a garden/woodland project, with the objective of helping them to develop and progress to positive 
outcomes.

Ashby de la Zouch and District Round Table 
has supported CEEP recently, and at Ashby 
41 Club’s AGM in April that it was agreed 
that our club too would assist them in a 
practical way with the installation over a 
weekend of a multi play frame.

The climbing frame and slide arrangement 
had been entirely funded by the Alex 
Grose Memorial Fund (www.agmf.org.
uk), set up by one of our members, David 
Grose, in memory of his son who had died 
unexpectedly in 2010 at the age of sixteen 
whilst working with the local Willesley 
Scout campsite service team. Thus it was 
fitting that an outdoor project such as this 
would benefit from the generosity of the 
fund set up by David and his wife Heather.

True to form, Ashby 41 Club turned up 
in numbers over the weekend, together 
with some partners and children, thankful 
for the good weather (apart from the odd 
shower!). 

The attached photos show the progress 
of the installation, which we’re pleased 
to report was completed within the time 
available. We had already ignored the 
guidance on the installation procedure 
suggesting it would take two people eight 
hours, more like eight people over two 
days!

A huge ‘thank you’ to everybody who 
assisted, with special thanks to two Ashby 
members: Paul Dumolo who brought along 
his mini digger to level the woodland site, 
and Mark Parnham, who contributed sand, 
cement and wood chippings to enable 
the play frame to be securely and safely 
installed. It certainly helps to have 41 Club 
members working in the right industries!

And also many thanks to CEEP for feeding 
and watering us over the weekend, 
including a barbecue on the Sunday.

All of us at Ashby 41 Club are grateful to 
have assisted in our own small way to 
a worthwhile local community project. 
Check out CEEP on Facebook for more 
information.

10

Ashby 41 Club helps CEEP
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National Photographic 
Competition 2019

1st Just Call Me Al 
 Satish Dhanjee 
 Darent Valley 
 Region 25

2nd Dead Sea Sunrise 
 Andy Waite 
 Wakefield No.4 & White Knights

3rd Lavender Peacock 
 Robert Lowes 
 Banstead XRT 
 Region 24

If you think you could do better then 
enter the 2020 Competition! 

These photos and many others can 
be found in the 41 Club 2020 Calendar 
which you can order from your 
Regional Councillor. 

All profits go towards the RNLI.

Thanks to all those who entered the 
competition and to those who voted.

The results based upon the online votes of club members were:

1st

2nd

3rd
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41 CLUB NATIONAL SOCIAL  
& SPORTING WEEKEND

Friday 7th - Sunday 9th Feb 2020
Potters Resort, Hopton on Sea, Norfolk

BOOK NOW! 
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SPORTS TO INCLUDE 
Laser Shooting • Golf* • Darts  
Ten Pin Bowling • Badminton  
Off Road Segways • Bowls  
Table Tennis • Snooker  
Kurling • Novelty Event
(*addional cost £30)

2 Night Package & Full Board from £240pp
Based on twin room accommodation. Single occupancy available at additional costs
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Keith Turnbull - London Old Tablers’ Society

Keith Turnbull is a 41-er, a member of London Old Tablers’ Society. He recently published his second action 
novel, which would make great holiday reading.  

Whilst Keith waits for Hollywood film offers 
to roll in (think Angelina Jolie – well many 
41-ers do, allegedly) he has kindly donated 4 
signed copies of his latest work to winners 
of the competition below. A dour Scots man, 
as you might notice from his photo, here’s 
Keith’s comments on the background to his 
latest novel:-

Shoshanna (her real first name) exists and I 
met her when working at the Foreign Office 
in a classified role. She had apparently 
not long left behind IS lines and had been 
gathering intel as the UK and France were 
looking to join the US in air strikes and 
it would be used to build a dossier for a 
Commons vote later in the year (or next).

The book character qualified as the first 
female Shayetet 13 operative (Israel’s elite 
of the elite) but circumstance resulted in her 
leaving and eventually utilising her skill set 
against her own kind. There is a twist at the 
end that to date has not been seen coming 
by professional reviewers.

It is, I believe, a unique story-line as nothing 
like the good going after the good currently 
exists, and, it comes at a time when the 
British MoD has allowed, for the first time, 
female soldiers to apply for The Regiment. 
Currently the only front-line roles are as 
fighter pilots and non-combative logistical 
positions. So, Rogue Warrior is topical. It is 
my second published paperback (the first 
(“Fallen Angel”) being a joint venture with 
former SAS Major Ken Hames), although I 
have published shorter books on Amazon 
about Islamic State, and indeed, was the 
first to do so about their eventual fall from 
power. My books have been publicised 
by British Forces Radio and other related 
sources.

It is available to buy now on Amazon, in all 
formats, as well as all major book stores and 
direct from the Publishers Austin MacAulay. 

To enter the draw to win one of 4 signed 
copies just email Comms@41Club.org the 
meaning of Shoshanna. 
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Win a 
signed 
copy
Your chance to 
win one of 4 
signed copies of 
Keith Turnbull’s 
latest action 
novel
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Virtual
Reality

After the initial Vision 2020 article I, Board 
Members & National Councillors even Bev 
and Anne at Marchesi House have received 
enquiries about current club membership 
numbers;

So which club has the biggest 
membership? 
Currently Bristol No.12 has the most 
members on CAS.

Are we in the top 10? 
Well 10 of you are!!

Is the challenge based on new members 
or the ones we have already but don’t 
tell you about? 
Pardon?

Even So how ‘fine’ is this ‘fine’ whisky? 
well there is one I can answer now - it is a 
bottle of Aberfeldy single malt Whisky aged 
in oak for 12 years - selected for its warm 
slightly smokey flavour and probably more 
importantly it is the closest distillery to the 
valley I was named after, which boasts the 
birth place of Pontius Pilate 
and home to the oldest living 
thing in Europe the Fortingall 
Yew.

So the good news is some 
members actually read the 
magazine - that’s always a 
good start and some clubs are 
becoming engaged in thinking 
about membership, something 
they may not have done for a 
few years, you know how it is 
it gets comfortable - like your 
favourite slippers moulded 
to your feet, slightly chewed 
by the dog a bit scruffy but it 
doesn’t matter because no-
one is going to see them -mmh 
can you see my metaphor or is 
it a word picture?

Anyway the point is your 
club can get a bit like that 
perhaps not as attractive and 
welcoming to new members 
as it could be. perhaps 
sometimes you might like to 

invite a potential new member and get an 
honest appraisal or even look at your clubs 
programme and see if it would appeal to 
someone looking to join.

So getting to the point as part of vision 
2020 we were offering a bottle of Port to 
the club with what we felt was the best 
membership idea from a club so thank 
you to Richie Minshull National Councillor 
for Region 11 for proposing Runcorn & 
District 41 Club they have increased the 
cost of membership - counter-intuitive 
you might think but they now invite better 
guest speakers which in turn attracts more 
people to attend. Nice idea and we will 
have a bottle of port on its way to Runcorn 
to toast your idea.

Please feed-back your membership 
ideas and initiatives through your 
National Councillor or directly to 
membership@41club.org

We have a new ‘virtual’ club 
which has launched offering 
those ex Tablers who by reason of 
Geography, Health or other reason 
cannot participate in a traditional 
41 Club structure.

The aim is to give an opportunity for those 
who otherwise would not be able to be part 
of the Round Table Family to keep in touch 
through the newsletters, magazines and 
through an online presence in Facebook, 
LinkedIn and via a website which is under 
construction - and if we can find a tech 
savvy member we might even be able 
to develop an ‘App’ for those who prefer 
communications in the palm of their hand.

If you know someone who would be 
interested in being in Vortex (Virtual Old 
Round Tablers EXchange) please contact 
membership@41club.org

Vision 2020 is the challenge to add at least 1 new member  
to every club. 

It all add’s up to a sweet taste of success Vortex 41 Club



We are on a mission to re-connect with lapsed and dis-affiliated  
41 Clubs and members to bring them back into the Round Table family 
Round Table is going through a revival and 
we need to be there to support them in 
this momentous endeavour.

I would ask everyone who has been a 
Tabler, did you enjoy your time in Round 
Table and do you feel you got something 
from being in the Round Table? I’m going 
to say the answer will be yes, then stand 
up and help us support the young men of 
today who are working towards this Round 
Table Revival. If you have friends or old 
contacts who are not in an affiliated 41 
Club, please ask them to get in touch with 
membership@41Club.org

Round Table is our history and together we 
can all be a part of its Future

Membership Update

We are looking forward to a bumper year 
of new clubs becoming affiliated to the 
Association and even some re-affiliations 
of clubs who can now see a real benefit in 
being part of the Round Table family.

At the June National Councillors meeting in 
Newbury it was my privilege to propose 6 
new clubs & 1 re-affiliation.

One of the new clubs is our e-club or Virtual 
club which will allow those ex tablers who 
by reason of Geography, Health or other 
reasons cannot participate in a traditional 
club structure.

This idea was started when I bumped into 
a friend who was in our 41 Club at a mutual 
friends wedding, he had retired down to 
another part of the country, so I enquired if 
he had settled in and had he found a local 
41 club to go to? he said with a sigh yes 
he had located the nearest one ‘only’ a 2 
hour drive to and from the meeting, “I don’t 
think I’ll be going again”

We thought there must be an enormous 
number of our 41 club members (and ex 
tablers) who would still like to be part of 
the Round Table family & keep in touch 
through the magazine and newsletters 
then perhaps when a regional dinner came 
along they would manage to attend that. 
We are currently developing Facebook / 
LinkedIn and Website platforms to host 
the club on.

So Vortex came about as the Virtual Old 
Round Tablers EXchange - got to love a 

good acronym. If you know of someone 
who would be interested or might benefit 
from becoming a member of VORTEX 
please contact: membership@41club.org

It’s all about our ‘tag line’ and offering 
opportunities for Continued Friendship.

I’ll leave you with my favourite old Greek 
saying:

The measure of a great society is one 
where old men plant trees knowing they 
will never enjoy their shade.

Membership Mission

Glen Lyon - Deputising National Membership Officer and Round Table Liaison Officer
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CARDIFF TOURISM 
HOTEL BOOKINGS

book.passkey.com/
go/41ClubConferenc

e

We had a fun packed weekend in Torquay and undoubtedly 
lots of other people did as well as we were inundated with 
bookings over the weekend both in Torquay and via the web 
site.  Bookings have continued to come in to such an extent 
spaces are becoming very limited (not Table limited - it’s 
true).

The 41 Club AGM will be held at the SWALEC Stadium, a 15 
minute amble from the 2 main hotels, plus transport is being 
provided. The Tangent AGM is being held in the Angel Hotel 
(one of the two main conference hotels).

Other fun stuff includes:
 
 - Thursday night Welcome Party at the Angel Hotel with 
   surprises in store for everyone.
 - Friday trips to the Big Pit (go down a real mine), 
   Cardiff Castle, St Fagans natural Museum of History and
   fixtures permitting, the Principality Stadium.

 - Friday evening the joint Presidents Banquet will take place 
   in the iconic City Hall with more surprises in store.

 - Saturday the final night party will be at the SWALEC 
   Stadium and chance to show off your creativity.

All walkable distances, plus transport will be provided on the 
Friday and Saturday evenings.

There will be a seperate conference bar at O’Callhans open 
all day till early hours.

The two main hotels are the Angel Hotel (which I am afraid 
is now fully booked) and the Holiday Inn.  Other hotels are 
available via the Cardiff tourism link below.

As the Presidents of 41 Club and Tangent said “Come to the 
41 Club and Tangent National Conference AGMs and join with 
us, the BFG (Aka President Andrew) and Matilda (Aka 
President Sue) and see your imaginings come true!

Roald Dahl said, "We are the music makers, and we are the 
dreamers of dreams." As far as we are aware, Roald Dahl 
never attended a 41 Club and Tangent Conference, but he 
definitely understands what we are going to bring you in April 
2020!

"Never do anything by halves if you want to get away with 
it. Be outrageous. Go the whole hog. Make sure everything 
you do is so completely crazy it’s unbelievable." Roald Dahl, 
Matilda

Conference 2020 will feature spectacular venues for our 
magical events, fabulous fellowship and friendship and a lot of 
FUN. The Conference Committee are doing nothing by halves 
and are definitely going the whole hog, and we thank them 
for all their work, but it would be nothing without YOU, the 
members attending.

The BFG and Matilda are looking forward to greeting you in 
Cardiff! Remember, "Those who don't believe in magic will 
never find it." (Roald Dahl)”

FRIDAY
GOLF @
WENVOE
GOLF CLUB

BOOK YOU ROOM AT THE
HOLIDAY INN

CALL 029 2034 7206BOOKING CODE - 41CLUB

STAY UP TO DATEVIA OUR FACEBOOK PAGEFB.COM/CARDIFF2020PLUS 41 CLUB & TANGENT WEBSITES

THURSDAY - WELCOME PARTY

FRIDAY - GOLF, TRIPS & BANQUET

SATURDAY - AGM’S & PARTY NIGHT
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41 Club Great Britain and Ireland

The 8th May 2020 will see the 75th Anniversary Celebrations of the end of the war in Europe, and our association 
is cordially invited to participate in this monumental national community event, which incoming President Peter 
Good is delighted to support along with the full national council.

Friday 8th May 2020 
National Arboretum East Midlands

We aim to hold a representation of our 
members at the event being held at the 
Arboretum by the British Legion. This event 
will be held from 11am until 2pm, the event 
will include a series of celebration notes.

The afternoon will be followed by a British 
Afternoon Tea Party kindly donated by 
the Chairman of Burton Albion FC. This will 
include the 3pm and 7pm toasts. During the 
event we are inviting members and their 
families to share stories about their family 
members who have served or supported 
our communities during WW2, supported 
with great entertainment and food.

We have registered for a flyby via RAF 
Coningsby during the arboretum event.

We are inviting members who served from 
all over the UK to attend the arboretum, 
we will also encourage clubs and their 
members across GB &I to hold events such 

as BBQ’S, afternoon cream tea parties, 
street parties, attend local British pubs that 
are hosting community events or simply 
celebrate from their own home. From a 
location of their choice, ALL members are 
also being encouraged to raise a glass of 
refreshment of their choice and undertake 
the ‘Nation’s Toast to the Heroes of WW2’ 
at 3pm local time in the country they are 
in, paying tribute to those millions that 
gave so much to ensure we all enjoy the 
freedom we have today. 
(The Nation’s Toast’ can be obtained from 
the download section of the VE Day 75 
website –  www.veday75.org/downloads).

IMPORTANT: All participants are being 
requested to register their involvement 
via the VE Day 75 website too, and there 
will be link via the National website of the 
associations. Part of creating engagement 
for the event, a Facebook group will be 
created for members to tell their family 
stories of the efforts during and after WW2 
and share any pictures they feel tell the 
story.

Also planned, a special 75th celebration 
programme booklet that sets out the plans 
for the year which include the VE Day 
weekend events around the UK.

Saturday 9th May 2020 
Across the Country

Enjoy a whole day of celebrations and 
parties. The weekend offers the chance 
to organise something really special to 
commemorate the 75th anniversary of VE 
Day.

We’re expecting parties galore in 
streets, on town and village greens, in 
neighbourhoods, and village halls, perhaps 
with food and dress reflecting the 1940s. 
Wartime loaf, eggless sponge cake, 
vegetable turnovers, curried carrots and 
Lord Woolton pie. And don’t forget the 
Spam!

Events across the country will be held 
by members, our aim is that the National 
President is taken around many of the 
events within 24hours arriving in London 
for late afternoon/evening events.
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Celebrate the 75th Anniversary  
of VE Day 8th - 10th May 2020
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Sunday 10th May 2020 
International Fellowship & 
Friends of Peace

10.30am 
Church Services of Celebration 
and Commemoration

Services will take place in 
cathedrals and churches 
throughout the United Kingdom, 
Channel Islands and the Isle 
of Man in celebration of the 
peace we share today. We will 
remember those who lost their 
lives or returned home dreadfully 
wounded and pay tribute to those 
who put their lives on hold at 
home to keep the nation fed and 
the factories, mines and hospitals 
working, many of them not 
knowing if their loved ones would 
return home safely.

Those planning services are 
encouraged to ask the Dean, Lord 
Mayor, Mayor, Lord Lieutenant, High 
Steward, Sheriff or other dignitary 
from their local community to read 
out the Tribute to the Millions, 
which can be downloaded from  
www.veday75.org/downloads/ 

You might also consider inviting a 
bugler or trumpeter from the local 
Air Training Corps, Army Cadets, 
Sea Cadets, Combined Cadet 
Force, Boys’ Brigade, Scouts, 
Salvation Army or brass band to 
play the Last Post and Reveille 
during their service.

We aim to drive across to 
Normandy to meet our fellow 
International Presidents on the 
beaches of Normandy to share in 
a celebration of community and 
continued friendships. Plans are 
currently being drawn up to make 
it a truly international community 
event which includes members 
from all nations, with a final toast 
to weekend celebrations at 8pm 
local time on Sunday evening.

Examples of Region Weekend 
Events so far:

Invicta/Region 25
Looking into organising a VE monument 
in line with the 41 Club initiative next year.  
The reason is that we don’t have any large 
monuments in Kent like the Arboretum or 
Cenotaph. 

Currently looking at locations where we can 
install benches, trees 
and commemorative 
plaques etc. 

Trees
An idea was muted by 
one of our members to 
initiate a 41 Club tree 
planting event. This VE 
event could potentially 
tie in very nicely with 
the ‘Nation’s Toast to 
the Heroes of WW2’ at 
3pm on 8th May 2020. 

Opportunities
The tree planting 
also brings with it 
an opportunity to 
promote community 
and wellbeing. This is 
something that the 
councils down here 
are interested with 
and could be a useful 
tool when asking for 
permission where to 
install a monument 
and plant trees. The 
aim will be to plant 
trees at 3pm.

Region 17 (Norwich 
Home of Round 
Table)
Friday 8th May 
Event held at the 
Marchesi Pub will 
include the ‘Nation’s 
Toast to the Heroes 
of WW2’, and a 
Piper undertaking the playing of 
Battle’s O’er. Inviting all local clubs  
and member families to attend.

Region 10 (East midlands)
Currently making plans to bring Round 
Table and 41 Club together for a great 
community celebration weekend.

To register your event visit: 
www.veday75.org/register/

The site includes other useful elements 
and downloads, including: 

VE Day 75 Logo

The Nation’s Toast to the Heroes  
of World War 2

A Cry for Peace Around the World

British Beer & Pub Association Pub Toolkit

Certificate of Participation

Tribute to the Millions 

Every member who participates will 
receive this very special 75th Anniversary 
certificate by registering the event you 
intend to hold or participate in. Signed by 
the UK Pageant Master Bruno Peeks LVO, 
OBE, OPR along with the Incoming National 
President of 41 Club 2020/21 Peter Good.



Epilogue – Nineteen Red Jackets 
and Me

Five years after I had retired from Table (at 
the ripe old age of 40) a once in a lifetime 
event was scheduled to take place in the UK!  
The 50th ‘Golden’ Conference of WOCO was 
to be held on Chester Racecourse in early 
September 1995.  Planning for the event 
had taken over three years and the highest 
number of overseas visitors ever to attend 
a WOCO event were registered.  As the date 
approached the committee requested the 
help of any Tablers or ex-Tablers to act as 
the workforce, and I naturally volunteered 
to work the whole week.

Many of you will remember WOCO (The 
World Council of Service Clubs), to others 
it may be completely new.  Originally 
formed with the words “Young Men’s” 
before the Service Clubs, RTBI was by far 
the largest organisation in the association 
and it fitted in with our 40-year age 
rule. Other international clubs included: 
Kinsmen (Canada), Apex (Australia), Apex 
(Bangladesh), Active 20/30 (USA) plus all 
the other Round Tables from Europe and 
the Southern Hemisphere.

So back to the story.  I took a week of my 
annual holiday to attend the event which 
ran from Tuesday to Sunday morning.  The 
labour force was asked to attend from the 
Monday morning to get everything ready 
for the grand opening event.  So it was that 

I arrived bright eyed and bushy tailed early 
on the Monday morning to discover a large 
marquee in the centre of the racecourse 
with two men finishing off the canopy at 
the entrance.  

I waited and eventually the site organiser 
arrived, introduced himself and then 
informed me that I was the only volunteer. 
(Billy muggins once again …. I really must 
learn how to say NO!)  So he and I set 
about setting up the tent for the first night 
event which was to include a fashion show 
for the ladies.  I had never built a catwalk 
before and I hope I never will again.  It took 
several hours of lashing together frames in 
various combinations before we got it right 
(well at least nobody fell off it during the 
show). Boards were put on top and carpet 
laid on top of those.  Then we began to set 
up the tables and chairs.  Have you ever 
seen over 1,000 chairs neatly stacked?  
Have you ever moved over 1,000 chairs?  
Not an experience you take on lightly and 
they had to be moved virtually every day.

As the day progressed more and more of 
the organising committee arrived, easily 
distinguishable by their very smart Red 
Jackets. The event booklet revealed that 
there were in fact 19 of them and of course 
they had a workforce of exactly one, me!

Tuesday arrived and so did the first 
delegates.  Registration was set up on the 
first floor of the main grandstand of the 
racecourse. (The very area where RTBI held 
their AGM in 2018.) There was an attractive 
range of event regalia and clothing for sale 
and I purchased a shirt which I still have but 
it appears to have shrunk a great deal over 
the years in a drawer. Pre-event publicity 
had promised a lot, based upon Chester’s 
history as the Roman town of Deva and 
many arrived expecting to see hordes of 
Roman legionnaires to welcome them and 
chariots galloping around the racecourse! 
They were disappointed but a Roman 
soldier did make a brief appearance.

No matter how well an event is planned 
there are always little hitches that you do 
not expect.  The immigration department 
at Manchester Airport rang to say that 
a large group had arrived that morning 
from Bangladesh stating that they were 
attending an event in Chester.  Were they 
expected?  Of course they were and a 
delegation departed to the airport to vouch 
for them.  The following day they arrived in 
the registration area with large suitcases 
and started to set up a stall to sell “pirate” 
Chester WOCO t-shirts.  They were politely 
asked to put them away and take them 
home. (How good it was when you were 
able to take as much hold luggage as you 
liked on flights!)

Everything in the tent was ready and the 
first night went very well. There was a 
very large bar in an adjoining tent and beer 
sales were on target (boy they could drink).  
To help the delegates the Red Jackets had 
thoughtfully provided an A-Z guide.

For each of the next four days there 
was a full programme of tours (both 
walking and coach trips) to the many 
attractions in Chester, Manchester and 
Liverpool and further afield.  There was a 
golf tournament and numerous regional 
meetings, receptions and parties.  
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Every day there was at least one major 
social event with the bar closing at 00:30 
every night.  Wednesday was the Opening 
Ceremony and Dinner in the marquee.  

Thursday was the Roman Toga Fancy Dress 
Party which finished at 01:00 the next 
morning.  This was the time that a small 
group set about creating the decoration for 
the British Airways International Banner 
Lunch on the Friday.  

I was keen to travel the 20 miles home as 
I had booked myself and my wife into the 
lunch, so imagine our response when one 
of the helpers announced that a very nice 
South African gentleman had asked him to 
take the South African flag down and pass 
it to him.  He should have known better … 

the South African group disappeared with 
the flag.  Panic ensued! How could we set 
up for the next day with a missing flag. 

Fortunately, someone remembered that 
the culprits were all camping at a local 
site. A deputation was sent out and they 
returned an hour later with the flag. We 
were now well behind schedule but we 
completed the task and I got to bed much, 
much later than planned.

Friday morning arrived and I had to take 
my mother to the local hospital for a 
scheduled orthopaedic appointment.  All 
was going well until they announced 
that she really needed to have a hearing 
test and there just happened to be a 
hearing clinic that morning … here is the 
appointment.  So there I was all dressed 
up in my international blazer and tie sat in 
out-patients praying that I could get her 
home, pick up my wife and be at Chester 
for 11:45.  I did feel a little over-dressed but 
we did make it just in time.

Saturday was the WOCO Gala Dinner and 
this rumbustious event was attended by 
over 1,000 delegates. (Numbers we can 
only dream of these days.)  Closedown was 
not until 02:30 the next morning.  I think I 
chose to leave early that night.

The whole event had been a great success 
even if a few did not see the Roman 
charioteers they had expected. (Chester 
Racecourse would not have been very 
happy to have their precious turf destroyed, 
so no chariots.)  The whole event was to 
end with a brunch in the marquee between 
10 and 12 on the Sunday morning.  I took 
some little helpers along to re-stack all the 
chairs (my two sons).  

After the last revellers had departed 
we set about our task and had stacked 
about a third of them when a Red Jacket 
appeared and said ‘We are all off for a 
celebration dinner now, just leave the rest 
and they will be collected tomorrow’.  With 
that all 19 Red Jackets departed leaving 
their entire workforce (i.e.me) behind and 
I am sure they all had a great time.  As for 
me, I packed the kids in the car and drove 
home exhausted.  I have had an aversion 
to stacking chairs ever since.

This is the last of my series on Round 
Table memories.  I have enjoyed writing it 
and it has brought back some truly great 
memories of my relatively short career in 
Table.  I hope that you too have enjoyed 
at least some of it and that you will share 
your memories in future publications.

Here’s to ‘Continued Friendship’.

Bob forgot  
his wedding anniversary.  

His wife was mad. She told him 
“Tomorrow morning, I expect to 

find a gift on the drive  
that goes from  

0 to 200 in 6 seconds  
AND IT BETTER BE THERE!!!” 

The next morning when his wife 
woke up, she looked out the 

window to find a box  
...gift wrapped in the middle  

of the driveway

She opened it and found a 
brand new bathroom scale.....

Bob has been missing  
since Friday!
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MARRIOTT FOREST OF ARDEN HOTEL & COUNTRY CLUB
Maxstoke Lane, Meriden, Birmingham CV7 7HR

 NEW
FORMAT!

Cost £125  
per person to include

Bacon rolls & coffee  
on Sunday arrival

Two days of golf  
(Aylesford and Arden Courses)

Sunday night dinner with wine

Bed & breakfast

Team and individual Prizes 
 for each day and overall winners

Stableford Format (maximum 28)

TEAMS OF THREE OR FOUR PLAYERS 
(best three scores count)

OPEN TO FULL AND HONORARY  
MEMBERS OF AFFILIATED 

41 CLUBS

ENTRIES FROM  
CLUBS OR 

INDIVIDUALS
INVITED

£35 DEPOSIT PP REQUIRED BY 31 AUGUST 2019
Contact Peter McBride on region24@41club.org or 07710 063394

NATIONAL  
Golf Finals
Sun 4th - Mon 5th 
October 2020



Where better to start your destination exploration than Bordeaux? 

Reached via a scenic sailing along the Gironde and Garonne rivers, it’s a 

city home to as many as 362 historic monuments and one you can 

explore from the end of the gangway, courtesy of Braemar’s shorter, 

shallower dimensions. Head out on a vineyard tour, and you’ll uncover the 

authentic essence of the region.

Following on from that, you’ll dock close to the heart of three picturesque 

Spanish ports, too. Among the highlights are the 2,000-year-old Tower of 

Hercules, the fascinating Cave of Altamira, and traditional Asturian cider.

Group Prices from per person

Interior Twin £1,079 | Ocean View Twin £1,259 | Superior Ocean View Twin £1,529 
Balcony Twin £2,069 | Balcony Suite £2,479 | Single Interior Room £1,799

Prices are correct at time of going to print, but may change at any time, call for latest prices.  
Ocean members discount also apply.

All included in your cruise price: Comfortable en-suite 

accommodation • Breakfast, lunch, afternoon tea, five-course à la carte

dinner, late night buffet and self-service tea & coffee • Varied daytime

activities • Lectures and talks • Swimming pools, Jacuzzis and gym

Choice of live evening entertainment

Into the Heart of Spain & Bordeaux
with the 41 Club and Tangent

19th August 2020 • 8 nights • Sails from Southampton • Braemar • M2021

Date Arrive Depart Destination

AUGUST 2020

Wed 19 PM Southampton

Thu 20 Cruising

Fri 21 late am Bordeaux, France

Sat 22 late am Bordeaux, France

Sat 22 late am late pm Cruising Gironde  
& Garonne rivers

Sun 23 early am late night Santander, Spain

Mon 24 early am late pm Avilés, Spain

Tue 25 early am early pm La Coruña, Spain

Wed 26 Cruising

Thu 27 AM Southampton

La Coruña

Bordeaux

FREE 

£50pp  
On Board 
Spend**

FREE 
Group  

Drinks Party  
on board*

For bookings please call Fred. Olsen’s Reservations Team  
on 01473 742 424 quoting GRP0210 and M2021

Fares are per person, based on twin occupancy of the lead-in twin cabin, subject to availability. Offers may be amended or withdrawn at any time without prior notice, are subject to availability & 
cannot be applied retrospectively. All bookings are subject to Fred. Olsen’s standard terms & conditions, available on our/their website & on request. Some ports may be at anchor, intermediate 
days are at sea. FOCL reserve the right to amend itineraries for operational reasons. Ocean loyalty club members can save up to 5% off, T&Cs apply. Please see our full terms and 
conditions for more details.*The free group drinks party on board includes house wines, sherry, soft drinks & cold canapés, subject to minimum numbers. To be hosted by the group 
leader. **The £50 per person on board spend is for full paying passengers only, the on board spend is non-transferable, non-refundable and no cash alternative is offered. E&OE.
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White Rose Dinner
Doncaster RFU, Castle Park Stadium, Armthorpe Road, Doncaster, DN2 5QB

18 October 2019

We are planning a full evening’s programme including:

A traditional Yorkshire meal 
what else of course

A Yorkshire brass band 
a must, to create a proper Yorkshire feel

Yorkshire’s premier comedian Gary Marshall 
this word Yorkshire keeps cropping up

A guest speaker

Rugby World Cup themed events

A truly Yorkshire price £35
We are promising an action-packed and fun-filled evening  

and can assure you will not go home bored. 

Accommodation
We have negotiated preferential rates at the following local hotels - 
 just mention 41Club White Rose Dinner:

Se’thee on t’ut grand day lads

Beverley Inn 
DN3 2JE  

(2 miles away) 

01302 882724 
Twin rooms from £40

Hilton Garden Inn 
DN2 6BB 

(2 miles away) 

01302 98688 
Twin rooms from £53  

(group code G41CWR)

The Regent Hotel 
DN1 2DS 

(3 miles away) 

01302 364180 
Twin room from £60

     
   Book your t

ickets now

     
   £

35

     
     

     
 Contact: J

eff W
ray - 0

7966 593364 

     
     

  E
mail: 

white
rosedinner2019@gmail.c

om

Sort 
code: 6

0-06-39, A
ccount n

o: 0
0619213, 

Reference: W
RD 2019 along w

ith
 your n

ame.

Gents, following a tremendous 2018 White Rose Dinner hosted by Halifax who promised in their 
WW2-themed evening that “we’ll meet again, don’t know where, don’t know when”, its now the turn 

of Danum 41 Club to host the 2019 WRD.

24
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What is the best Round Table experience that you can remember? 
Chances are it was an International meeting, and quite possibly your 
first international meeting.  

That sudden realisation that, through 
Louis Marchesi’s vision, you can meet up 
with likeminded young men from around 
the world with a common ideal.  

‘Meeting old friends for the first time’ are 
friends for life, with others just waiting to 
be made. 

The international bonds formed through 
the family of Round Table Clubs give all 
members the opportunity to travel safely 
and experience opportunities no ordinary 
tourist will.

Want to visit Suriname?  Just pick up the 
phone it is as easy as if you were travelling 
to Bristol.  

Family member in a tight spot in Nepal?  
They are ready to help.

Want to meet local people? Just send a 
message

This is International Tabling and there is a 
reason that in every 41 Club newsletter and 
magazine at least half of the articles are 
related to international meetings as this 
promotes those Continued Friendships – 
Internationally.

Reading this, you may have already heard 
of the Ripple Travel Fund but maybe not 
Ripple 41 Club.

We were established to run the Ripple 
Travel Fund. A small 41 club made up of a 
former RTBI IRO, International committee 
members and ex-Tablers who have 
experienced the best of International 
Tabling.  

Ripple 41 Club know that every young 
Tabler should be able to have International 

Tabling experience and to take that 
forward in their Round Table time and also 
their everyday lives.  We know that young 
Tablers who are given the opportunity 
to Table beyond their local club and Area 
thrive and become great Tablers and then 
great 41ers. 

RTBI offer their own Travel opportunities 
and funds (the John Watts Travel Fund, 
New Generation Fund, Reciprocal 
agreements, Travel Bingo) but as 41ers we 
have a responsibility and we should be 
doing more to nurture and Internationally 
support young Tablers.  

So……Ripple Travel Fund exists for one 
reason  –  to do exactly that.  
There is an issue - International Tabling is 
great value but it isn’t cheap so the Ripple 
Travel Funds purpose is to raise funds 
to support a young (under the age of 31) 
RTBI Tabler’s international travel to the 
most important RTI meetings – RTI World 
Meeting, RTI Half Year Meeting and the RTI 
Region Meetings. 

Ripple know that giving back to Round 
Table achieves 41 Clubs stated objects and, 
with a clear purpose of supporting Tablers, 
it helps ensure the future of Round Table 
and breeds great 41ers.

You, YES YOU, can support Ripple.
This is easily done by setting up an annual 
standing order (or making a one-off 
donation) Imagine the opportunity that you 
can be a part of if 25 41ers donate just £10 
each year. A Ripple grant is £250 to help a 
Tabler get to his first international meeting 
so that is really putting back something 
into Round Table, it’s a REAL gift of support 
to a Tabler and it’s sustainable.

Ripples donors are anonymous and several 
41ers have already made 3 figure donations 
to offer support. If a single person donates 
£500 well, that’s two young Tablers having 
their world expanded.

Is my money safe?
Ripple know that this is the primary 
question you are asking –the answer is yes!! 
Ripple 41 Club chartered in June 2018. Our 
members include a dedicated Treasurer. All 
funds are properly accounted for by both 
internal audit processes and the 41 Club 
National Treasurer has agreed to audit the 
accounts.  We actively pursue sponsors for 
items such as our leaflet design, leaflet 
production and website domain name all 
of which were sponsored by 41ers. 

What about the applicants?
We have a robust selection process, 
procedures, rules and obligations. 
Recipients can only receive a Ripple 
grant once and their application must 
be endorsed, even their RTI meeting 
attendance is verified. The Ripple Travel 
Fund is supported by both RTBI and 41 Club 
National Boards.  We have more answers 
to your questions on our FAQ’s page, found 
on the website.

The Ripple Travel Fund can make a 
difference and we really need your support 
to support those young Tablers who are 
the future of both RTBI and 41 Club. 

Just think back to your first numbers 
meeting, your first EMA, first CTM… surely 
passing on that experience is worth just 
£10 per year? 

For questions answered, donation info, 
application forms and much more check us 
out 

www.rippletravelfund.org.uk 
FaceBook: RippleTravelFund 

Helping young Round Tablers  
discover international Tabling

Ripple Travel Fund and the Ripple 41 Club
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Jonathan Sinfield and David Ormerod - Harpenden 41 

And so, it came to pass Bedwell Tours’ 13th annual International sortie 
beyond the cliffs of Dover into the great unknown, respectively called the 
continent of Europe, of which we are / maybe or are just about a member.

Organiser David likes to enlighten his 
faithful and growing clientele with trips 
that are not necessarily on the top of 
everybody’s bucket lists ….‘Variety is key’.  
So, with this in mind Comrade David 
decided we would reverse the recent 
flow of migration and head to the former 
Socialist Republic of Romania.

As the Romanian language is Latin based 
David thought we wouldn’t have any 
problem making ourselves understood.  
For example, the words for two beers 
in Romanian are ‘doua beri’ or if you feel 
uncomfortable with this you just use the 
English translation and speak louder, a tip 
we had learnt from our previous overseas 
trips.

Flights had been arranged with Blue Air, a 
Romanian airline renowned for its in flight 
videos or should I say movies.  To shake 
things up a little and confuse the flight 
attendants David organised for us to swap 
seats …. apparently, all the male members 
of the party were allocated seats next to 
each other and the concern was that the 
female members of our group might have 
been considered one of those notorious 
Hen parties out for a good time in a former 
communist capital.  This, incidentally, is 
how one of our co reporters ended up with 
three seats: 1) the seat on the boarding 
pass originally printed on David’s home 
computer 2) another seat number issued 
at check in at Luton Airport and 3) David’s 
suggested seat change.  In the end our 
man decided to trade the three seats in for 
a first class seat with a fantastic selection 
of inflight magazines.

Our ‘Caravan’ as the Romanian Border 
Guards referred to us had a pleasant flight 
to Bucharest and arrived in the City at 
dusk where we were met by Romeo who 
navigated us to another Blu facility, the 
Radisson (ed: you had to pay for the videos 
here, not that I would know).

We spent the evening in the La Mama 
Athenaeum, a nearby restaurant, a seating 
plan ensured the 36 of our party became 
familiar with various wines and indeed 
each other.  It should also be said this day, 
the 1st November, was also Ann Loader’s 
birthday and that husband Richard had 
omitted to tell her that the weekend away 

with her ‘favourite man’ was in fact a 
group trip.  We can report Ann had an early 
night whist Richard overcome by emotion 
brought a round in a nearby hostelry to 
toast his fair lady.

Day 2
Friday arrived and it was time to meet 
Romeo’s other half, the multilingual Juliet 
(aka Sinziana).  This avid reader of English 
Literature took us on a combined walk / 
bus tour of Bucharest centring on the City’s 
Old Town.

Romania derives from the Latin romanus, 
meaning “citizen of Rome” and Juliet 
explained the country had been occupied 
by the Turks, Greeks, Russians and 
Germans until independence was granted 
in 1918.

Our tour took us to the Palace of the 
Parliament built under the direction of 
Communist dictator Nicolae Ceaușescu.  
The scale of the building is astonishing 
(second largest administrative building in 
the world after the Pentagon).  Constructed 
following a devastating earthquake in 1977 
Ceaușescu embarked on this massive 
build in the early 80’s.  The building, which 
took 13 years to complete, contains huge 
quantities of marble, wood and is lit by 480 
crystal chandeliers, a monument to the 
totalitarian kitsch style of architecture.  Not 
to everyone’s taste and built at enormous 
cost for the relatively poor citizens of this 
country.  A building to see perhaps, but not 
necessarily admire …. a dictator’s folly?

Brighter sights of the City included, the 
Romanian Athenaeum Theatre, Revolution 
Square with the statue of King Carol 
(didn’t Johnny Cash write a song about 
him? …. oh no that was Sue), numerous 
orthodox churches including the beautiful 
Stavropoleos Monastery situated in the 
Old Town & a favourite amongst the group 
Manuc’s Inn (Hanul lui Manuc).  Built in 
1808 as a khan (or caravanserai) a place 
where travellers (caravaners) could rest 
and recover from the day’s journey.  To 
our surprise we soon discovered a yard 
of ale could be ordered at this hostelry 
…. left with little choice we settled in for 
what remained of the afternoon before 
the jacuzzi jets of the Radisson beckoned.  
Later that evening the true caravaners 

retired to Caru’ cu bere (“the beer wagon”) 
for a top up.  The wagon itself is an historic 
bar / restaurant dating back to 1879.

Day 3
We had got on so well with our guide Juliet 
that we approached her for suggestions 
on what to do on what was originally 
scheduled as a ‘free day’ in Bucharest ….. 
on hearing her suggestion, we booked her 
& Romeo for a tour beyond the city, past 
the oil fields to the mountain hideaways of 
the Royals and well heeled.

Our first stop was Snagov, and from a 
distance we saw where Nicolae Ceaușescu 
had a lakeside vacation retreat.  But the 
primary reason to visit Snagov is to visit 
the monastery, burial place of Vlad the 
Impaler, the inspiration for Bram Stoker’s 
Dracula and medieval ruler of Wallachia.  
The bloodthirsty prince Vlad died in 1476 
battling the Turks near Bucharest.  His 
head was famously lopped off and carried 
back to Istanbul.  To enter the monastery 
and pay our respects the local priest levies 
a charge …. I did hear one of our party try 
and negotiate a discount (without success) 
when he learnt Vlad’s head probably ended 
up in the Bosporus ….. something about 
why should he be charged top dollar!

After Snagov we headed to a futuristic gas 
station at Breaza for coffee and a chance 
to meet some of it’s out of this world 
inhabitants.

We learnt that approximately 50% of 
Romania’s 20 million inhabitants work in 
agriculture primarily on small parcels of 
land & that petroleum deposits are owned 
and processed by overseas companies.  
More affluent City inhabitants did benefit 
after fall of the Communist regime when 
they were able to purchase their state-
owned properties at a fraction of their true 
value.

Onward to the hills and Sinaia.  Our 
coach driver (Romeo) expertly negotiated 
busy winding mountain roads before we 
disembarked for a walk down the mountain 
with superb views of royal palaces and 
beautiful scenery in the autumn sunshine.  
The town’s monastery is named after the 
Biblical Mount Sinai and King Carol I of 
Romania built his summer home, Peleș 
Castle, near the town in the late nineteenth 
century.  (ed: It would appear the King loved 
his football).  After a short hike in the forest 
and listening to an impromptu recital in the 
monastery our travellers retired for a late 

Romanian Red  
A Journey to the unknown



Once a Tabler, always a Tabler

As we enter 2020 and celebrate our 75 years in the community of Great 
Britain & Ireland, there is no doubt that 41 Club enters into a new period 
of its journey of Continued Friendships with the “Round Table Family 
of Clubs”

The aim of incoming National President 
Peter Good, Fellowship Officer Steve James 
and the committee team supporting the 
year, is one of ensuring the members have 
pride of place in the communities of GB&I 
and seen to be the leading light for the 
support required to help grow Round Table 
and 41Club through such activities.

The 75th year will start with a amazing 
celebration over the May Bank Holiday 
with a partnership with SSAFA, we have 
been invted by the Armed Forces and 
The Queens Pageant Master Bruno Peek, 
LVO, OVE, OPR. To be a leading partner in 
the May bank holiday community events 
across the land.

Following what will be a weekend of 
celebrations, Members are cordially invited 
to attend the 75th Celebration weekend 
at the Devere Hotel in Nottingham. The 
weekend will include the national council 
meeting, but its not all work! 

You will be entertained all over the weekend 
with a magnificant programme that really 
does have something for everyone. The 
Friday night will include a Nations Night 
of food and entertainment, even from the 
country of Yorkshire! We expect a number 
of International guests attending to help 
our members celebrate the start of a big 
year. The weekend will include all members 
of the Four Club Family.

After a busy council meeting on the 
Saturday, a wonderful Gala dinner will take 
place in fantastic settings with world class 
entertainment to get everyone on the 
dance floor.

Don’t worry for those not attending any 
meetings, we have a daytime programme 
for all tastes.

The year celebrations will not stop there! 

The team have liaised with Burleigh’s Gin 
House to create a 75th year special blend 
that is available and will be the toast of 
41Club World Wide. 

The team are also excited to show the 
branding badges that are in production 
for the year ahead, supporting the 75th 
year there will also be a series of unique 
chairman and special recognition badges.

More information will be forthcoming from 
September on how to get involved and 
share in the “75 in 75 Years of Continued 
Friendships”. 

A note from Peter Good 

Incoming National President 2020/21.

“I am delighted and honoured to play a part 
of such events next year as your National 
President. Every effort will be made to 
ensure there is something for everyone in 
the year. Our relevance in society is getting 
stronger and with your support next year 
we will play a huge part in the year”.

“Our year will end with a 75th Black Tie 
Charter in 2021, details will follow in coming 
months via the fellowship committee”.

There are also the following opportunities 
within the year. 

Sky Dive Opportunity for 75 members

The Big Curry Night Out for members

Big Yomp over the Scottish Highlands

Reach for
the skies

lunch.  Late being the operative word, our 
16:00 departure for some of our party was 
extended, I can only presume the Royal 
takeaway was exceptionally busy, a run on 
game burgers perhaps?

Our evening was spent at the Il Calcio 
Athenaeum Italian restaurant and at this 
point it is incumbent on me to point out 
for the record, I, like a number of our group, 
were definitely not watching Arsenal v 
Liverpool on the large TV during the meal, 
although I would agree Liverpool had a 
good goal disallowed … a trusted friend 
told me.

Day 4
Jacuzzi* closed for maintenance but a 
hearty breakfast awaited us. (*Richard 
L. – we know why!)  This morning before 
our return trip to the UK our boys & girls 
had a free morning, a select couple 
attended an operatic rehearsal in the 
beautiful neoclassical Athenaeum Theatre, 
apparently a few Romanian leu were 
exchanged on the door.  Then a third of 
the group made use of their Uber apps 
and headed to the for Ceausescu Palace 
in the formerly forbidden area of town. 
This simple (read luxurious) home was 
not known to the Romanian people until 
Nicolae was deposed.  He & his Family lived 
there between 1965 and 1989.  This modest 
house (read Spring Palace) is situated in 
mere 14,830 square meters of land, hardly 
enough room to swing a cat I hear you 
say (note: no animals were hurt during 
the writing of this article).  Surprisingly 
this man of the people’s house contains a 
swimming pool, solarium, sauna, cinema, a 
greenhouse, a wine cellar, and 80 rooms 
decorated with silk wallpaper, wood 
panels and paintings by famous Romanian 
painters.  In fact, if it wasn’t for the mirrors 
made of Murano glass and the fact that the 
paintings are Romanian it could have been 
mistaken for your average dwelling in West 
Common, Harpenden (so I am told!).

So, at the end of 13th tour we returned 
via the Las Vegas of the South East (yes, 
sunny Luton) to our humble abodes in 
Harpenden.  Our thanks again to David 
& his very accomplished assistant Jane 
for yet another great trip ….. I know many 
are looking forward to 2019’s trip should 
Bedwell Tours be offering one.

27



28

40 members of Penkridge and Cannock & District Round Table and 41 
clubs celebrated the life of Louis Marchesi at the Barns on 17th January 
2019, on what is known as “Marchesi Night”. He died over 50 years ago 
on 10th December 1968  but his memory lives on in the Round Table 
Movement he started in 1927.

There were many happy faces amongst 
old friends enjoying a 3 course meal 
with speeches and presentations made 
between each course.  

Rob Whiston, Chairman of Penkridge 
& District 41 Club, welcomed members 
and Matt Williams Chairman of Cannock 
& District 41 Club said Grace. The oldest 
member present, Stan Williams, who Joined 
Round Table in 1955 and was present at 
the Charter Night of Cannock & District RT 
on 10th November 1955 and the Inaugural 
meeting for Penkridge & District RT on 16th 
January 1975, set the scene by saying Louis 
Marchesi would be 120 if he were alive 
today but his memory lives on, and then 
went on to outline a brief background to 
the formation of the two clubs and some of 
the founder members who supported the 
very active Cannock club in the early days, 
including bits of information not known by 
current members, about table life and the 
members in the 1950s. 

Cannock will be remembered for the 3 
year Project, started in Roger Taylor’s 
year as Chairman, to raise the money to 

purchase a new Bungalow being built on 
a new development in Towyn, N. Wales, 
to be given to the Spastic Society (now 
known as SCOPE) for use as a holiday 
accommodation near the sea, for those 
who benefited from the organisation. Stan 
was Chairman in 1970 when it was finally 
completed and handed over. 

Efforts at that time to get former Area 
5 Chairman & member of the National 
Executive, Ralph James from Cannock, 
elected as National President failed, 
however, Penkridge succeeded a few 
years later to have a National President 
when Roger Nicholls, who was present at 
the celebration tonight, was elected.

Stan concluded his speech by stating “the 
ideals of Round Table are an important part 
of our moral life and we must not let our 
standards go into decline. The fellowship, 
as can be seen from our history tonight, is 
worth experiencing and members today 
should feel as proud of their membership 
and achievements as I was over half a 
century or so ago, and still am.” 

Cannock & Penkridge have maintained 
their relationship as parent and offspring 
with an annual challenge at skittles which 
Penkridge have won every year until last 
year, so Cannock will be defending the 
trophy for the first time. 

Stan admitted he did not know much about 
the present membership of Penkridge 
and sees them as the friendly enemy. He 
regretted the demise of a once very active 
Cannock RT, who sponsored the formation 
of Rugeley in 1959 and Penkridge in 1975, 
and now only have a strong 41 Club to 
share the happy memories of table life.

Penkridge RT and 41 Club are both still 
strong, as proved by the presentations 
given by John Rose, Peter Davenport, 
Richard Marsh & Chris Wright as shown on 
the agenda. The Chairman of Penkridge 
RT , Chris Wright, produced a surprise with 
photos of the Towyn Bungalow which, by 
coincidence before his Round Table days, 
he had enjoyed staying there with his 
family, providing many fantastic holiday 
memories that without this facility, they 
would not have experienced.

A Toast to Louis Marchesi was proposed 
by the youngest member present and 
the meeting closed at a late hour for 41 
Clubbers with a toast to RTBI & 41 Clubs.
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Marchesi Evening

Stan Williams - Penkridge Round Table & 41 Club

2018-2019 National Comms Awards

The David Smith Award (Best Newsletter)  
Gordano Valley 41 Club

The David Hewitt Award (Best Website)  
Shirley Late Knights
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A successful and informative evening previously held in the Louis Marchesi pub to 
celebrate the 90th Anniversary year of Round Table has led to a Special Limited Edition 
print of the Founder Louis Marchesi being presented to the City of Norwich, led by a 
former Lord Mayor of Norwich on two separate occasions, David Fullman.

David Fullman said

‘Norwich has a long 
history of welcoming 
people from other 
parts of the world and 
encouraging them to 
integrate into the city.  
Louis Marchesi was 
a second-generation 
i m m i g r a n t  f r o m 
S w i t z e r l a n d  w h o 
threw himself into 
the life of the city.  
His foundation of 
Round Table shows 
just how much he had 
become a ‘Norwich 
Boy’ and has helped 
to put Norwich on the 
map worldwide.  It is 
therefore appropriate 
that the city should 
be proud of its 
association with him 
and should honour his 
memory’

The special limited 
edition print of Louis 
Marchesi was gifted 
to the City of Norwich 
by Des Fulcher (Immediate past 41 Club National Councillor for Norfolk, Suffolk & 
Cambridgeshire), something which creates even greater links to Norwich and the place 
where Round Table was founded in 1927, taking pride of place on display in the Civic 
corridor of City Hall, Norwich in an appropriate position opposite a portrait of Cllr Fullman 
taken when he was in office as the Lord Mayor of Norwich.

Marchesi’s Place of Honour
Louis Marchesi takes place of honour in City Hall, Norwich

From the past... 

...to the present



31

John Pearson 
Chorley

Paul Cammiss 
Past National President 

2002-03

Ian Clarke 
Cheadle & Gatley

David Moody 
Sutton

Nicholas Tapper 
Newton Abbot

Graham Clamp 
Swadlincote

Derek Moffat 
Inverness

Ian Akers 
Inverness

Tony Kell 
Inverness

Alex Burnside 
Wimborne

Ray Baggott 
Hinckley

John Ormerod 
Layland

Bob Burrows 
Harrow & Wembley

David Mathews 
Harrow & Wembley

Keith Gardner 
Harrow & Wembley

  

Don Baulch 
Harrow & Wembley

Steve Bolter 
National Councillor Region 

23

Roger Mitchell 
Wrekin

Brian Collins 
High Wycombe

Hugh Butterworth 
National Secretary 1975-80

Please continue to submit unlimited length obituaries and multiple photographs to obits@41club.org.  
They will appear in “The Book of Remembrance” on our website within seven days of receipt. 
www.41club.org/remembrances/index

Members of the Association’s National Council offer their sincere condolences to the families and Clubs of the following 
members. May they Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory.

Remembering absent friends

Verses from Graham Clamp
At Graham Clamp’s funeral his son Peter read this out. It was written by Clampy 53 years ago. 
If you didn’t know Graham his obituary is on the website (writes Andy Waite).

I joined Round Table years gone by,
a simple minded cove 

prepared the motto to apply, 
Adopt, Adapt, Improve. 

Those words have been my corner stone, 
applied to work and pleasure, 

and through the years I’ve never known 
a better motto, ever. 

And now, at forty years of age, 
my Table life must close, 

and in its stead, my mind engage 
with reminiscent muse. 

Yet, much I have to call to mind 
a thousand friends I’ve got, 

in work and pleasure we’ve combined, 
of fun, I’ve had my lot. 

Committee task and council chores,
for each I’ve done my best,

the midnight oil and candles, scores
I’ve burnt and foregone rest.

To serve community and town,
the sick, the maimed, the old,

I’ve flogged old clothes, I’ve been a clown,
and raffle tickets sold.

I’ve danced till dawn, I’ve journeyed far
to barbecues and such,

I’ve hunted treasure with my car
and, sometimes, drunk too much.

My wife God bless her greying curls,
wished me oft’ in Hades,

until she joined with other girls,
The Circle of the Ladies.

Now forty plus, I’m not so spry,
the rule I can’t evade,

I’ll bid farewell, but not goodbye
to all the friends I’ve made.

Two score years, aye, that’s the rub,
debarred from Table joys,

I’ll join the one and forty club,
for second childhood boys.
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HALF YEARLY MEETING

31 October - 3 November 2019
MALTA

THURSDAY 31st OCTOBER
• Registration in Conference Hotel
• Welcome Party

FRIDAY 1st NOVEMBER
• Guided Tour
•  41 Club Delegates Forum at  

Conference Hotel
• Traditional Maltese Dinner

SATURDAY 2nd NOVEMBER
•  Half Yearly Meeting for  

41 International & Tangent Club  
International

•  Morning at Leisure for non-delegates
• Banner Lunch at Conference Hotel
• Gala Dinner

SUNDAY 3rd NOVEMBER

• Brunch at Conference Hotel

For more information please visit  
www.41international.net/hym41malta/  
or get in touch with Andy Ventress, IRO,  
at international@41club.org

A great opportunity for anyone to experience a 41 Club & Tangent International meeting. There are already many 
members from GB&I booked in and you will be able to enjoy fellowship that I am sure will be second to none.


